The dura mater adhered firmly to the bone in every part. The arachnoid membrane and the pia mater indicated a state of chronic inflammation : they were considerably thickened, and separated from each other by a considerable effusion of yellow serous fluid. The substance of the brain was every where soft and pulpy; its blood-vessels were empty; the arteries, throughout the cavity of the cranium, were considerably ossified. There was a small cyst, apparently of long standing, about the size of a garden-pea, in the pons varolii.
In the chest, the lungs were healthy, but they were loaded with venous blood. The pericardium was found to be full of blood, to the amount of about twelve ounces; a small part only of this blood was coagulated. Upon the anterior surface of the left ventricle of the heart, there were two or three small openings, which admitted the passage of a probe into its cavity, where there was a quantity of uncoagulated blood. On the posterior part of the right ventricle, near its junction with the left, was a jagged opening, sufficiently large to admit the passage of the fore-finger into its cavity, which was quite empty.
-The muscular structure of the heart was much thinner than it Js in the healthy organ ; the walls of the right ventricle, indeed, heing not a third part of their usual thickness: they were very friable, and tore like wetted brown paper.
The aorta was enlarged, from its junction with the heart, along the course of the arch; and behind its inner coat were numerous spots of ossification.
The abdomen was not examined ; and this is the more to be regretted, as it would have been a matter of some interest to have ascertained the state of the liver in a person who had passed so many years in the East Indies.
The pathological considerations which suggest themselves upon this case, relate principally to the altered condition of the muscular system in an individual who had attained his seventyeighth year. There is no doubt that the determination to disease commenced in the head; and this was indicated by the repeated inflammations which took place in the eyes, the flushed state of face, and accompanying head-aches; but, above all, by the evidence of the long-continued chronic action, afforded by the thickened membranes of the brain and parietes of the cranium, and by the paralysis which took place a few years before death.
In an aged individual, in whom the tendency to apoplexy had been combatted by the most vigilant attention to diet and regimen, it was natural to expect that the absorptive action, forming a part of the process known to physiologists by the term decay, should affect the whole muscular system of the body ; and the substance of the heart participating in its consequences, A very remarkable circumstance in the case of Mr. F. is the gradual increase in the number of the arterial pulsations, evincing the existence of a strong determination in the system for some days, which it would be difficult to explain, but which, if repeatedly observed, might lead to inferences highly useful to diagnosis.
